
December 20, 2019

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045-9385
Phone: (607) 753-9334 Fax: (607) 753-9699

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 05E1NY00-2020-TA-1074 
Event Code: 05E1NY00-2020-E-03339 
Project Name: Randall Airport Runway Approach West 

Subject: Verification letter for the 'Randall Airport Runway Approach West' project under the 
January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on Final 4(d) Rule for the 
Northern Long-eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions.

Dear Michael Nowicki:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on December 20, 2019 your effects 
determination for the 'Randall Airport Runway Approach West' (the Action) using the northern 
long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) key within the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) system. This IPaC key assists users in determining whether a Federal action is consistent 
with the activities analyzed in the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion 
(PBO). The PBO addresses activities excepted from "take"[1] prohibitions applicable to the 
northern long-eared bat under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat.884, as 
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Based upon your IPaC submission, the Action is consistent with activities analyzed in the PBO. 
The Action may affect the northern long-eared bat; however, any take that may occur as a result 
of the Action is not prohibited under the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 50 
CFR §17.40(o). Unless the Service advises you within 30 days of the date of this letter that your 
IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that the PBO satisfies and 
concludes your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 7(a)(2) with respect to the 
northern long-eared bat.

Please report to our office any changes to the information about the Action that you submitted in 
IPaC, the results of any bat surveys conducted in the Action area, and any dead, injured, or sick 
northern long-eared bats that are found during Action implementation. If the Action is not 
completed within one year of the date of this letter, you must update and resubmit the 
information required in the IPaC key.

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm
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▪
▪
▪
▪

This IPaC-assisted determination allows you to rely on the PBO for compliance with ESA 
Section 7(a)(2) only for the northern long-eared bat. It does not apply to the following ESA- 
protected species that also may occur in the Action area:

Bog Turtle, Clemmys muhlenbergii (Threatened)
Dwarf Wedgemussel, Alasmidonta heterodon (Endangered)
Indiana Bat, Myotis sodalis (Endangered)
Small Whorled Pogonia, Isotria medeoloides (Threatened)

If the Action may affect other federally listed species besides the northern long-eared bat, a 
proposed species, and/or designated critical habitat, additional consultation between you and this 
Service office is required. If the Action may disturb bald or golden eagles, additional 
coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act is recommended.

________________________________________________ 
 
[1]Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to 
attempt to engage in any such conduct [ESA Section 3(19)].
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

Randall Airport Runway Approach West

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'Randall Airport Runway Approach West':

Remove trees from airport runway approach

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://www.google.com/ 
maps/place/41.42896413573064N74.40035896014766W

Determination Key Result

This Federal Action may affect the northern long-eared bat in a manner consistent with the 
description of activities addressed by the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016. Any taking that 
may occur incidental to this Action is not prohibited under the final 4(d) rule at 50 CFR 
§17.40(o). Therefore, the PBO satisfies your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 
7(a)(2) relative to the northern long-eared bat.

Determination Key Description: Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule

This key was last updated in IPaC on May 15, 2017. Keys are subject to periodic revision.

This key is intended for actions that may affect the threatened northern long-eared bat.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/41.42896413573064N74.40035896014766W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/41.42896413573064N74.40035896014766W
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The purpose of the key for Federal actions is to assist determinations as to whether proposed 
actions are consistent with those analyzed in the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016.

Federal actions that may cause prohibited take of northern long-eared bats, affect ESA-listed 
species other than the northern long-eared bat, or affect any designated critical habitat, require 
ESA Section 7(a)(2) consultation in addition to the use of this key. Federal actions that may 
affect species proposed for listing or critical habitat proposed for designation may require a 
conference under ESA Section 7(a)(4).
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Determination Key Result
This project may affect the threatened Northern long-eared bat; therefore, consultation with the 
Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat.884, as 
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required. However, based on the information you provided, 
this project may rely on the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on 
Final 4(d) Rule for the Northern Long-Eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions 
to fulfill its Section 7(a)(2) consultation obligation.

Qualification Interview
Is the action authorized, funded, or being carried out by a Federal agency?
Yes

Have you determined that the proposed action will have “no effect” on the northern long- 
eared bat? (If you are unsure select "No")
No

Will your activity purposefully Take northern long-eared bats?
No

Is the project action area located wholly outside the White-nose Syndrome Zone?
Automatically answered
No

Have you contacted the appropriate agency to determine if your project is near a known 
hibernaculum or maternity roost tree? 
 
Location information for northern long-eared bat hibernacula is generally kept in state 
Natural Heritage Inventory databases – the availability of this data varies state-by-state. 
Many states provide online access to their data, either directly by providing maps or by 
providing the opportunity to make a data request. In some cases, to protect those resources, 
access to the information may be limited. A web page with links to state Natural Heritage 
Inventory databases is available at www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/ 
nhisites.html.
Yes

Will the action affect a cave or mine where northern long-eared bats are known to 
hibernate (i.e., hibernaculum) or could it alter the entrance or the environment (physical or 
other alteration) of a hibernaculum?
No

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/nhisites.html
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/nhisites.html
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7.

8.

Will the action involve Tree Removal?
Yes

Will the action only remove hazardous trees for the protection of human life or property?
Yes
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Project Questionnaire
If the project includes forest conversion, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 1-3.

1. Estimated total acres of forest conversion:
0

2. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31
0

3. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 31
0

If the project includes timber harvest, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 4-6.

4. Estimated total acres of timber harvest
12

5. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31
12

6. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31
0

If the project includes prescribed fire, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 7-9.

7. Estimated total acres of prescribed fire
0

8. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31
0

9. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31
0

If the project includes new wind turbines, report the megawatts of wind capacity 
below. Otherwise, type ‘0’ in question 10.
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10. What is the estimated wind capacity (in megawatts) of the new turbine(s)?
0
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 
The Applicant is completing an Environmental Assessment to determine potential impacts and 
mitigation to threatened and endangered species located with the approach zone to Randall 
Airport.  The Runway 26 threshold siting surfaces have numerous offsite airport obstructions 
(trees).  The project area is located on the southeastern approach to the Airport and consists of 
14± acres that contains the 150± obstructions.  The median area of I-84 and the area north of I-84 
is primarily New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) property and located within 
the Town of Wallkill.  The area south of I-84 is primarily the Fairways residential subdivision located 
in the Town of Wawayanda.  The airport proposes to replace the 150± trees with a variety of dwarf 
evergreen species that will not grow to a height that will impact the threshold siting surfaces at 
maturity.  For practical purposes, removal and replanting these areas would maintain the 
approaches for the foreseeable future and is therefore of a high priority safety project.  
Obstructions are identified as yellow circles from aerial mapping completed in June 2015 (Figure 
1).  

A Habitat Suitability Assessment was completed for five federally listed species including the dwarf 
wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon), small whorled pogonia (Isotria medeoloides), Indiana bat 
(Myotis sodalis), Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), and bog turtle (Glyptemys 
muhlenbergii) as part of the Environmental Assessment and as listed by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) (attached).  The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(NYSDEC) Environmental Resource Mapper indicates that there are no known occurrences of 
threatened or endangered species in the project area (Figure 2). A field assessment was 
conducted on February 13, 2018 to determine whether suitable habitat for these species is present 
in the project area.  Habitat cover types were also observed and are described below.   

TABLE 1 
 COVER TYPES IDENTIFIED IN THE PROJECT AREA  

 

HABITAT COVER TYPES 

NO. DESCRIPTION COVERAGE 
 (ACRES) 

DISTURBANCE 

(ACRES) 

1 Old Field 2 0 

2 Mixed Upland Forest 12 12 

 
Detailed descriptions of each natural cover type are outlined below. 
 
Old Field - There is currently about 2 acres of old field/meadow in the project area.  None of this 
habitat will be impacted.   
 
Mixed Upland Forest – There is about 12 acres of mixed upland forest in the project area that 
contains pin oak, black oak, white ash, sycamore, shagbark hickory, black cherry, and red cedar.    
All of the trees will be removed for the project and the area replanted with low growing trees. 
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Figure 1 Location Map 
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Figure 2 NYSDEC Mapper 
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2.0 HABITAT SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT/CONCLUSION 

2.1 Dwarf wedgemussel 
 
The dwarf wedge mussel is a small freshwater mussel that rarely exceeds 1.5 inches (38 mm) in 
length. It is brown or yellowish-brown in color. Adult mussels are filter-feeders, feeding on algae 
and other small suspended particles. They spend most of their time buried almost completely in the 
bottom of streams and rivers.  Typical habitat for this mussel includes running waters of all sizes, 
from small brooks to large rivers. Bottom substrates include silt, sand and gravel, which may be 
distributed in relatively small patches behind larger cobbles and boulders. The river velocity is 
usually slow to moderate. Dwarf wedge mussels appear to select or are at least tolerant of 
relatively low levels of calcium in the water. 
 
Conclusion - There is no potential habitat for this species in the project area since no watercourse 
were observed. 

2.2 Small whorled pogonia  
 
The small whorled pogonia is a member of the orchid family. It usually has a single grayish-green 
stem that grows about 10 inches tall when in flower and about 14 inches when bearing fruit. The 
plant is named for the whorl of five or six leaves near the top of the stem and beneath the flower. 
The leaves are grayish-green, somewhat oblong and 1 to 3.5 inches long. The single or paired 
greenish-yellow flowers are about 0.5 to 1 inch long and appear in May or June. The fruit, an 
upright ellipsoid capsule, appears later in the year.  This orchid grows in older hardwood stands of 
beech, birch, maple, oak, and hickory that have an open understory. Sometimes it grows in stands 
of softwoods such as hemlock. It prefers acidic soils with a thick layer of dead leaves, often on 
slopes near small streams. 
 
Conclusion - The habitat in the project area is younger aged densely canopied forest and 
therefore there is no potential habitat for this species in the project area. 

2.3 Indiana bat  
 
Streams associated with floodplain forests, and impounded water bodies (ponds, wetlands, The 
Indiana bat typically hibernates in caves/mines in the winter and roosts under bark or in tree 
crevices in the spring, summer, and fall. Suitable potential summer roosting habitat is characterized 
by trees (dead, dying, or alive) or snags with exfoliating or defoliating bark, or containing cracks or 
crevices that could potentially be used by Indiana bats as a roost. The minimum diameter of roost 
trees observed to date is 2.5 inches for males and 4.3 inches for females. However, maternity 
colonies generally use trees greater than or equal to 9 inches dbh. Overall, roost tree structure 
appears to be more important to Indiana bats than a particular tree species or habitat type. 
Females appear to be more habitat specific than males presumably because of the warmer 
temperature requirements associated with gestation and rearing of young. As a result, they are 
generally found at lower elevations than males may be found. Roosts are warmed by direct 
exposure to solar radiation, thus trees exposed to extended periods of direct sunlight are preferred 
over those in shaded areas. However, shaded roosts may be preferred in very hot conditions. As 
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larger trees afford a greater thermal mass for heat retention, they appear to be preferred over 
smaller trees, reservoirs, etc.) where abundant supplies of flying insects are likely found provide 
preferred foraging habitat for Indiana bats, some of which may fly up to 2-5 miles from upland 
roosts on a regular basis. Indiana bats also forage within the canopy of upland forests, over 
clearings with early successional vegetation (e.g., old fields), along the borders of croplands, along 
wooded fencerows, and over farm ponds in pastures. While Indiana bats appear to forage in a wide 
variety of habitats, they seem to tend to stay fairly close to tree cover. 
 
Conclusion - The 14 acres of project area contain about 12 acres of forest containing 150+- trees.   
The trees are pin oak, black oak, white ash, sycamore, shagbark hickory, black cherry, and red 
cedar.  The trees located between the existing fence along the Airport service road and I-84 are 
mainly in the 5-10 inch dbh range with several larger and smaller trees located throughout this 
area.  In addition to the size and species some of the trees located within this portion of the project 
area contain large areas of deadwood, cracks, holes and exfoliating bark which is potential habitat 
for this species.  The trees located in the median of I-84 are smaller trees generally in the 2-4 inch 
dbh range and are mainly pin oaks.  Trees in this area do not contain the characteristics  
associated with suitable Indiana bat roosting habitat.   The trees located southeast of I-84 consist 
of the same species outlined but are generally larger in the 10-14 inch dbh range with several 
larger trees in this zone.  This area also has potential habitat suitable for the Indiana bat with 
cracks, holes, deadwood, and solar exposure to some of the larger in the canopy.  All of the trees 
will be removed for the project and the area replanted with low growing trees. 
 
The Applicant plans to avoid any and all direct impacts to Indiana bats by scheduling tree 
removal activities to the time period from October 1 to March 31.   
 
Also, as recommended by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Applicant will install orange 
construction fencing between the areas to be cleared and the areas that will be left undisturbed.  
No hibernacula are noted in the project area.   

2.4 Northern long-eared bat  
 
Winter Habitat: Same as the Indiana bat northern long-eared bats spend winter hibernating in 
caves and mines, called hibernacula. They typically use large caves or mines with large passages 
and entrances; constant temperatures; and high humidity with no air currents. Specific areas where 
they hibernate have very high humidity, so much so that droplets of water are often seen on their 
fur. Within hibernacula, surveyors find them in small crevices or cracks, often with only the nose 
and ears visible. 
  
Summer Habitat: During summer, northern long-eared bats roost singly or in colonies underneath 
bark, in cavities, or in crevices of both live and dead trees. Males and non-reproductive females 
may also roost in cooler places, like caves and mines. This bat seems opportunistic in selecting 
roosts, using tree species based on suitability to retain bark or provide cavities or crevices. It has 
also been found, rarely, roosting in structures like barns and sheds. 
 
Feeding Habits: Northern long-eared bats emerge at dusk to fly through the understory of forested 
hillsides and ridges feeding on moths, flies, leafhoppers, caddisflies, and beetles, which they catch 
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while in flight using echolocation. This bat also feeds by gleaning motionless insects from 
vegetation and water surfaces. 
 
Conclusion - The Northern long eared bat requires/occupies practically the same habitat niche as 
the Indiana bat.  Impacts to habitat and mitigation would be consistent with the recommendations 
for the Indiana bat.   

2.5 Bog turtle  

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in the 2001 Bog Turtle (Clemmys muhlenbergii), 
Northern Population Recovery Plan. Hadley, Massachusetts. 103 pp. last revised on April 13, 2006 
bog turtle habitat is recognized by three criteria: 
 
1. Suitable hydrology. Bog turtle wetlands are typically spring-fed with shallow surface water or 
saturated soils present year-round, although in summer the wet area(s) may be restricted to near 
spring head(s). Typically these wetlands are interspersed with dry and wet pockets. There is often 
subsurface flow. In addition, shallow rivulets (less than 4 inches deep) or pseudo-rivulets are often 
present. 
 
2. Suitable soils. Usually a bottom substrate of permanently saturated organic or mineral soils. 
These are often soft, mucky-like soils (this does not refer to a technical soil type); you will usually 
sink to your ankles (3-5 inches) or deeper in muck, although in degraded wetlands or summers of 
dry years this may be limited to areas near spring heads or drainage ditches. In some portions of 
the species’ range, the soft substrate consists of scattered pockets of peat instead of muck. 
 
3. Suitable vegetation. Dominant vegetation of low grasses and sedges (in emergent wetlands), 
often with a scrub-shrub wetland component. Common emergent vegetation includes, but is not 
limited to: tussock sedge (Carex stricta), soft rush (Juncus effusus), rice cut grass (Leersia 
oryzoides), sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis), tearthumbs (Polygonum spp.), jewelweeds 
(Impatiens spp.), arrowheads (Saggitaria spp.), skunk cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus), panic 
grasses (Panicum spp.), other sedges (Carex spp.), spike rushes (Eleocharis spp.), grass-of-
Parnassus (Parnassia glauca), shrubby cinquefoil (Dasiphora fruticosa), sweet-flag (Acorus 
calamus), and in disturbed sites, reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) or purple loosestrife 
(Lythrum salicaria). Common scrub-shrub species include alder (Alnus spp.), red maple (Acer 
rubrum), willow (Salix spp.), tamarack (Larix laricina), and in disturbed sites, multiflora rose (Rosa 
multiflora). Some forested wetland habitats are suitable given hydrology, soils and/or historic land 
use. These forested wetlands include red maple, tamarack, and cedar swamps. 

Conclusion - There were no wetlands observed in the project area or within the immediate vicinity 
of the project area.  There is no habitat for bog turtle on or in proximity to the project area and no 
adverse effects to this species will occur as a result of the proposed tree clearing. 
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2.6 Migratory Birds  

 
Several species of migratory birds are listed by the USFWS as potentially in the project area.  The 
migratory birds listed do not winter in the area of the project and generally migrate to other climates 
by the end of July/August.  These birds tend to arrive in this area in mid March but do not fledge 
young typically until late April/early May at the earliest. 

Conclusion - Since the proposed tree clearing will only occur between October 1 and March 31 
there will be no adverse impacts to migratory birds that may utilize the area during the late spring 
and early summer months. 
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3.0 PHOTOGRAPHS 
Area along fence and i-84 
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Trees to be removed 

 



 
Habitat Suitability Assessment Report 
Randall Airport Runway Approach  Page 12 

 
Trees in project area - to be removed 
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USFWS ATTACHMENT 
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IPaC resource list
This report is an automatically generated list of species and other resources such as critical habitat
(collectively referred to as trust resources) under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS)
jurisdiction that are known or expected to be on or near the project area referenced below. The list
may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but that could potentially be
directly or indirectly a�ected by activities in the project area. However, determining the likelihood
and extent of e�ects a project may have on trust resources typically requires gathering additional
site-speci�c (e.g., vegetation/species surveys) and project-speci�c (e.g., magnitude and timing of
proposed activities) information.

Below is a summary of the project information you provided and contact information for the USFWS
o�ce(s) with jurisdiction in the de�ned project area. Please read the introduction to each section
that follows (Endangered Species, Migratory Birds, USFWS Facilities, and NWI Wetlands) for
additional information applicable to the trust resources addressed in that section.

Project information
NAME

Randall Airport Runway Approach

LOCATION
Orange County, New York

Local o�ce
New York Ecological Services Field O�ce

  (607) 753-9334
  (607) 753-9699

3817 Luker Road
Cortland, NY 13045-9349

U.S. Fish & Wildlife ServiceIPaC

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
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Endangered species
This resource list is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an analysis of
project level impacts.

The primary information used to generate this list is the known or expected range of each species.
Additional areas of in�uence (AOI) for species are also considered. An AOI includes areas outside of
the species range if the species could be indirectly a�ected by activities in that area (e.g., placing a
dam upstream of a �sh population, even if that �sh does not occur at the dam site, may indirectly
impact the species by reducing or eliminating water �ow downstream). Because species can move,
and site conditions can change, the species on this list are not guaranteed to be found on or near
the project area. To fully determine any potential e�ects to species, additional site-speci�c and
project-speci�c information is often required.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary
information whether any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area
of such proposed action" for any project that is conducted, permitted, funded, or licensed by any
Federal agency. A letter from the local o�ce and a species list which ful�lls this requirement can
only be obtained by requesting an o�cial species list from either the Regulatory Review section in
IPaC (see directions below) or from the local �eld o�ce directly.

For project evaluations that require USFWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC website
and request an o�cial species list by doing the following:

1. Log in to IPaC.
2. Go to your My Projects list.
3. Click PROJECT HOME for this project.
4. Click REQUEST SPECIES LIST.

Listed species  are managed by the Ecological Services Program of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

1. Species listed under the Endangered Species Act are threatened or endangered; IPaC also shows
species that are candidates, or proposed, for listing. See the listing status page for more
information.

The following species are potentially a�ected by activities in this location:

Mammals

1

NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is �nal critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside
the critical habitat.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/esa.html
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/status/list
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
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Clams

Flowering Plants

Critical habitats
Potential e�ects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the endangered
species themselves.

THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS AT THIS LOCATION.

Migratory birds

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

NAME STATUS

Dwarf Wedgemussel Alasmidonta heterodon
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/784

Endangered

NAME STATUS

Small Whorled Pogonia Isotria medeoloides
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1890

Threatened

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act  and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act .

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to migratory
birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider implementing
appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Birds of Conservation Concern http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/ 
birds-of-conservation-concern.php
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/ 
conservation-measures.php

1

2

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/784
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1890
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php
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The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the USFWS Birds
of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your project location. To learn
more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this list is generated, see the FAQ
below. This is not a list of every bird you may �nd in this location, nor a guarantee that every bird on
this list will be found in your project area. To see maps of where birders and the general public have
sighted birds in and around your project area, visit E-bird tools such as the E-bird data mapping tool
(search for the name of a bird on your list to see speci�c locations where that bird has been
reported to occur within your project area over a certain timeframe) and the E-bird Explore Data
Tool (perform a query to see a list of all birds sighted in your county or region and within a certain
timeframe). For projects that occur o� the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing the
relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to additional
information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your migratory bird
list can be found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures to
reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY at
the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and breeding in your
project area.

Nationwide conservation measures for birds
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf

NAME BREEDING SEASON (IF A
BREEDING SEASON IS INDICATED
FOR A BIRD ON YOUR LIST, THE
BIRD MAY BREED IN YOUR
PROJECT AREA SOMETIME WITHIN
THE TIMEFRAME SPECIFIED,
WHICH IS A VERY LIBERAL
ESTIMATE OF THE DATES INSIDE
WHICH THE BIRD BREEDS
ACROSS ITS ENTIRE RANGE.
"BREEDS ELSEWHERE" INDICATES
THAT THE BIRD DOES NOT LIKELY
BREED IN YOUR PROJECT AREA.)

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but
warrants attention because of the Eagle Act or for potential
susceptibilities in o�shore areas from certain types of development
or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626

Breeds Sep 1 to Aug 31

Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399

Breeds May 15 to Oct 10

https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://ebird.org/ebird/map/
http://ebird.org/ebird/GuideMe?cmd=changeLocation
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399
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Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds May 20 to Jul 31

Cerulean Warbler Dendroica cerulea
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2974

Breeds Apr 27 to Jul 20

Eastern Whip-poor-will Antrostomus vociferus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds May 1 to Aug 20

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but
warrants attention because of the Eagle Act or for potential
susceptibilities in o�shore areas from certain types of development
or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680

Breeds elsewhere

Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8745

Breeds May 1 to Jul 20

Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds Apr 20 to Aug 20

Long-eared Owl asio otus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3631

Breeds Mar 1 to Jul 15

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds May 1 to Jul 31

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds May 10 to Sep 10

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds elsewhere

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2974
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8745
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3631
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Probability of Presence Summary
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds.

Probability of Presence ( )

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in your project's counties
during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week months.) A taller bar
indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey e�ort (see below) can be used to
establish a level of con�dence in the presence score. One can have higher con�dence in the
presence score if the corresponding survey e�ort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in the
week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for that
week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee was
found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is 0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of presence
is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum probability of presence
across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence in week 20 for the Spotted
Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12 (0.25) is the maximum of any
week of the year. The relative probability of presence on week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is
0.05/0.25 = 0.2.

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the probability of
presence score.

To see a bar's probability of presence score, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.

Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across its
entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project area.

Survey E�ort ( )
Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys
performed for that species in the counties of your project area. The number of surveys is expressed
as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

To see a bar's survey e�ort range, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in
the continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds May 10 to Aug 31

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker sphyrapicus varius
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird
Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8792

Breeds May 10 to Jul 15

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8792
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 no data survey e�ort breeding season probability of presence

No Data ( )
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe
Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant
information.

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Bald Eagle
Non-BCC Vulnerable
(This is not a Bird of
Conservation
Concern (BCC) in this
area, but warrants
attention because of
the Eagle Act or for
potential
susceptibilities in
o�shore areas from
certain types of
development or
activities.)

Black-billed
Cuckoo
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Bobolink
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Cerulean Warbler
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Eastern Whip-
poor-will
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)
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Golden Eagle
Non-BCC Vulnerable
(This is not a Bird of
Conservation
Concern (BCC) in this
area, but warrants
attention because of
the Eagle Act or for
potential
susceptibilities in
o�shore areas from
certain types of
development or
activities.)

Golden-winged
Warbler
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Kentucky Warbler
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Long-eared Owl
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Prairie Warbler
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Red-headed
Woodpecker
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Rusty Blackbird
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
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Wood Thrush
BCC Rangewide
(CON) (This is a Bird
of Conservation
Concern (BCC)
throughout its range
in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker
BCC - BCR (This is a
Bird of Conservation
Concern (BCC) only in
particular Bird
Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the
continental USA)

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize impacts to all birds at
any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly important when birds are most likely to
occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and
avoiding their destruction is a very helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to
occur and be breeding in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures and/or
permits may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of infrastructure or
bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my speci�ed location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other species
that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network
(AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets and is
queried and �ltered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the counties which your project
intersects, and that have been identi�ed as warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that
area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to o�shore
activities or development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area. It is not
representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially present in your
project area, please visit the E-bird Explore Data Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds potentially
occurring in my speci�ed location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data provided by the
Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen
science datasets .

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information becomes available. To
learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and how to interpret them, go the
Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering, migrating or present year-round in my project area?

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/eagle-management.php
http://ebird.org/ebird/GuideMe?cmd=changeLocation
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
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To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering, migrating or
year-round), you may refer to the following resources: The The Cornell Lab of Ornithology All About Birds Bird
Guide, or (if you are unsuccessful in locating the bird of interest there), the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Neotropical
Birds guide. If a bird entry on your migratory bird species list indicates a breeding season, it is probable that the
bird breeds in your project's counties at some point within the timeframe speci�ed. If "Breeds elsewhere" is
indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?

Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their range
anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Paci�c Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the
continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either because of
the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in o�shore areas from
certain types of development or activities (e.g. o�shore energy development or longline �shing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, e�orts should be made, in particular, to
avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of rangewide concern. For
more information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird
impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially a�ected by o�shore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and groups of
bird species within your project area o� the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal
also o�ers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to you in your project review.
Alternately, you may download the bird model results �les underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS
Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use throughout the year,
including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this information. For additional information on
marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam
Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?

If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid violating the
BGEPA should such impacts occur.

Facilities
Wildlife refuges and �sh hatcheries

REFUGE AND FISH HATCHERY INFORMATION IS NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/search/
https://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/Species-Account/nb/home
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?birds
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-12-02/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-13-01/
mailto:Caleb_Spiegel@fws.gov
mailto:Pamela_Loring@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits/need-a-permit.php


2/19/2018 IPaC: Resources

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/5LGGDPO6AJERNGQQREFB47VH4A/resources 12/12

Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 404
of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.

THERE ARE NO KNOWN WETLANDS AT THIS LOCATION.

Data limitations

The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level
information on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high
altitude imagery. Wetlands are identi�ed based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A margin of error
is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may result in
revision of the wetland boundaries or classi�cation established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image analysts,
the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth veri�cation work conducted.
Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any mapping problems.

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or �eld work. There may be
occasional di�erences in polygon boundaries or classi�cations between the information depicted on the map and
the actual conditions on site.

Data exclusions

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of aerial
imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged
aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters.
Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuber�cid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory.
These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.

Data precautions

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may de�ne and describe wetlands in a
di�erent manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this
inventory, to de�ne the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local government or to establish
the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons intending to engage in
activities involving modi�cations within or adjacent to wetland areas should seek the advice of appropriate federal,
state, or local agencies concerning speci�ed agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may
a�ect such activities.

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
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